
President Obama’s American Reinvestment and Recovery Act 
saved thousands of AFSCME jobs by helping states and cities avoid 
massive budget cuts. But the truth is, this recession is worse than anyone 
imagined, and state and local governments need more help.

Unless Congress helps them now, more than three million jobs will be 
lost —including hundreds of thousands of public employees. More layoffs 
is the last thing our economy needs right now.

Economists on the left and right agree that investment in public 
services —such as Medicaid and education —is one of the best ways 
to save and create jobs. In fact, every dollar invested in public services 
grows the economy by $1.41 —and that means more jobs.  

Call your senators at 1-888-460-0813, AFSCME’s toll-free hotline 
to the U.S. Capitol, and use the sample script below. Tell them we 
need big investment in public services. We need to fight for our jobs and 
fix the economy —now.

“Hello, my name is _________ and I live at ______.  I’d like to 
speak to the person who is working on the Obama Jobs bill.  

I’m calling to make sure that Senator _________________  
supports and fights for investment in public services like 
Medicaid and education.  Economists on the left and right 
agree that helping state and local governments is one of the 
best ways to save and create jobs.  

In fact, every dollar invested in public services creates $1.41 
in economic growth— and that means jobs. If you don’t help 
state and local governments with their budgets, we will lose 
three million more jobs.  That’s the last thing we need right 
now.  

Can I count on Senator __________ to support and fight for 
aid for state and local governments?
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